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2020 SCHEDULE

Mission Statement:
We engage and educate current and future generations by preserving and sharing McHenry County history.
The McHenry County Historical Society & Museum
6422 Main St., P.O. Box 434

Union, IL 60180

815-923-2267
info@mchenrycountyhistory.org 

Looking for volunteer opportunities?

Visit www.GotHistory.org
Become a Fan. Check out Facebook.

Museum Hours: May 5, 2020, through Jan. 8, 2021
1 to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through Fridays and third Saturdays; select Sundays *
Other hours by special appointment only

* Museum closed: New Year’s Eve, New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Nov. 28-29 (Thanksgiving), Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
Local History Research Library 
Open by appointment only on weekdays, year round
Quilting Group
Join the “Heritage Quilters” at the museum 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. throughout the year. 

Admission - a Blue Star Museum for active-duty veterans
Adults…………………………………..……….……$5

Seniors and Students………………………….………$3

Family Rate…………………………….………..…..$12
(Includes 2 family member adults and 2 or more children)

Society Members……………………….…………….FREE

Residents of the county’s towns and townships, which become governmental members, receive FREE admission on scheduled weeks. 
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Special Exhibits for the 2020 season include:

“Prairie Trails to Strange Tales: McHenry County’s Earliest Years”
“Votes for Women: The Fight for Illinois Suffrage”
 “Call to Arms: McHenry County in the Civil War”
“All Aboard: Riding the Rails in McHenry County”
May is Historic Preservation Month – a time to look at local history.

Programs and Events
Programs at the McHenry County Historical Museum, 6422 Main St. in Union, unless otherwise stated.
May 16 – Saturday

• 2 p.m. – Veteran’s Day program: Memories of Wartime in Hampshire – 1944-45” by John Fenzel. Valor Quilt presentation by the Huntley Gazebo Quilters immediately precedes it. Free. Donations appreciated.
May 23 – Saturday

• 9:30 a.m. – Ghost Towns of McHenry County bus tour. Learn about communities in our own backyard that for one reason or another lost their allure and never thrived. Includes box lunch at Stanchion Pub in Harvard’s Starline Building. Cost: $50. Seating limited. Call 815-923-2267.
June 10 – Wednesday
• 7 p.m. – Perkins Hall Players presents Dry Before the Ink Was. A mere month after the Illinois General Assembly in January 1919 passed a Prohibition-related resolution making our state “dry,” the McHenry County chapter of the Anti-Saloon League hosted a field day. Its objective was to update its supporters on the status of the “great reform.” But area church congregants got a little more than they expected. Perkins Hall is located on the southwest corner of Garden Valley and Franklinville roads near Woodstock. Period clothing encouraged. Light refreshments. Free.
June 20 – Saturday

• 2 p.m. – The American Civil War Soldier. Local historian and re-enactor Ed O'Brien discusses what life was like for the average Civil War soldier – from training, to camp life, to the battlefield. Although no battles were fought in Illinois, McHenry County more than 2,500 men into the Union ranks –most of them serving with 15th, 95th and 36th infantry regiments, as well as the 8th Illinois Cavalry Regiment. Cost: $8 members, $10 nonmembers.
June 27 – Saturday
• Noon – Attend a 1858 “base ball” match featuring games against the Lemont Quarrymen and the Sunset Hill Farm Colonels at Mt. Assisi Academy, 13860 Main St., Lemont. Take Route 83 south. Shortly after it merges with Route 171, turn left on Main Street. Food available for sale. Chairs/blanket to sit on and an umbrella for shade recommended. Free.
July 12 – Sunday

• 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. – 34th Annual Heritage Fair. Theme: 19th Amendment Centennial: Organize, agitate, educate. Features an antique car show from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., pie-baking contest, antique auction at 10:30 a.m. Pioneer experience and magic show for children. Baked goods and garden plants are on sale. Farmer’s market. Free. Village-wide garage sale also scheduled.
July 18 – Saturday
• 2 p.m. – Tracing Your Family’s Roots workshop by genealogist Craig Pfannkuche of Memory Trail Research. Fee: $30 for Society members, $35 for nonmembers. Includes your own preservation kit and a coupon for use of the museum’s research library. Pre-registration required.
Friday– July 24
• 6 p.m. – Annual meeting at the McHenry County Historical Museum. Following a short business meeting local historian Bob Frenz presents Continuing to Educate: Union School at 150 about the former Union school turned historical museum. Free.
Aug. 4-9 – Tuesday through Sunday

• McHenry County Fair, Woodstock. Historic photos of McHenry County. Quilt raffle. One-of-a-kind museum store items and books for sale. Visit us in Building F.

Aug. 15 – Saturday 
• 1 p.m. – Old-fashioned “base ball” match between McHenry County “Independants” and the Chicago Salmon. Algonquin Road Elementary School, 975 Algonquin Road, Fox River Grove. Learn about the rules in 1859 and how to cheer and jeer in proper 19th century fashion. Free.

Aug. 15 – Saturday

• 2 p.m. – Historic Gardening from the Ground Up. Join Brenda Dahlfors, master gardener program coordinator at the University of Illinois Extension, for a tour of the McHenry County Historical Museum’s pioneer garden and its collection of native vegetables and flowers. Consult with master gardeners about the role heirloom plants play and learn about the educational resources available to you. Cost: $8 members, $10 nonmembers. Includes museum admission. 
Sept. 19 – Saturday

• 2 p.m. – Bee All You Can Bee by Jerry Gudauskas, certified beekeeper and Master Gardener with University of Illinois Extension. Cost: $8 members, $10 nonmembers. Includes museum admission. 
Oct. 4 – Sunday

• 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. – 43rd Annual Cider Festival. Features Civil War re-enactors, live music, old-fashioned cider making, blacksmith, barn-raising demonstrations. Apple Bake-off contest. Apple goodies, kettle corn and more will be available for sale. Free.
Oct. 7 – Wednesday

• 7 to 9 p.m. – Mysterious McHenry County. Ghost Head Soup’s paranormal investigators materialize at the museum for an evening of haunted how-tos, a PowerPoint presentation and a hands-on dowsing rod demonstration at the nearby Union Cemetery. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. “Post-mortem” discussion follows back at the museum with refreshments in the Society’s West Harmony one-room school. Cost: $8, members; $10, nonmembers.
Oct. 16, 17 and 18 – Friday through Sunday

• 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – Autumn Drive. Visit Perkins Hall at the southwest corner of Franklinville and Garden Valley roads for unique local vintage and handmade gifts, kettle corn and an opportunity to win a hand-stitched quilt. For festival information: www.autumndrive.net.
Nov. 12 – Thursday
• 1:30 p.m. – Women Speak with Needle and Thread. Woodstock Public Library, 414 W. Judd St., Woodstock. Join quilter, quilt appraiser and historian Sandy Schweitzer as she celebrates 100th anniversary of women’s right to vote. Learn how women have used quilts to express themselves. View examples of vintage quilts from 1850 to the present. Bring one or two of your own quilts with messages of friendship – or commemorative, political, historical, memorial and humorous messages – to share with the audience. Drawing for the Heritage Quilters’ bow tie raffle quilt, Fit to be Tied. Free. Donations appreciated.
Nov. 21 – Saturday

• 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Holiday Open House. Ring in the holiday season with our one-of-a-kind display featuring an aluminum Christmas tree forest accompanied by the “Rock Around the Quilted Tree” Quilt Contest & Show. Enjoy holiday music, browse our bake sale and search for unique gifts in the museum store. Free.
Dec. 7 – Monday
• 1 to 3 p.m. – Thank You Luncheon for Society Volunteers.

McHenry County Historical Society & Museum
Organized in November 1963 as a not-for-profit corporation, the McHenry County Historical Society strives to engage and educate current and future generations by preserving and sharing McHenry County history. 

On July 4, 1976, the Society’s Museum in Union officially opened to the public. The comprehensive collection includes several preserved buildings: An 1843 log cabin, an 1867 one-room limestone schoolhouse, an 1885 town hall, an 1895 one-room schoolhouse used for circa 1900 school programs, an 1898 country church and a 20th century modern tourist cabin. In 1982, a local history research library was added to the museum, itself housed in an 1870 former high school. 

Funding for the Society comes from membership dues, admission fees, donations and an endowment. Your ongoing support is appreciated!
Board meetings of the McHenry County Historical Society are open to the public. The board meets at 6:30 p.m. the fourth Monday of the month – excluding Memorial Day and December – at the museum.
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  HISTORIC STRUCTURES
1870 Union School
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   ONE-ROOM SCHOOL EXPERIENCE
1895 West Harmony School
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  MUSEUM EXHIBITIONS
Anderson Gallery
[image: image5.png]’ McHenryCounty Hlstorlcal Society ‘
ESTABLISHED 1963




An Illinois, Not-For-Profit Corporation

