An Illinois, Not-For-Profit Corporation

2019
PROGRAM
SCHEDULE
Mission Statement:

We engage and educate current and future generations by preserving and sharing
McHenry County history.
The McHenry County Historical Society & Museum
6422 Main St., P.O. Box 434
Union, IL 60180
815-923-2267

Looking for volunteer opportunities?
Visit www.GotHistory.org
Become a Fan. Check out Facebook.
Museum Hours: May 3 through Dec. 30
1 to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through Fridays and third Saturdays; select Sundays
• Other hours by special appointment only
* Museum closed: New Year’s Eve, New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor
Day, Columbus Day, Nov. 28-29 (Thanksgiving), Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

Local History Research Library
Open by appointment only on weekdays, year round
Quilting Group
Join the “Heritage Quilters” at the museum each
Wednesday morning at 9:30 a.m. throughout the year.
Museum Admission - a Blue Star museum
Adults…………………………………..……….……$5.00
Seniors and Students………………………….………$3.00
Family Rate…………………………….………..…..$12.00
(Includes 2 family member adults and 2 or more children)
Society Members……………………….…………….FREE
Residents of the county’s towns and townships, which become governmental members, receive
FREE admission on scheduled weeks.
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Special Exhibits for the 2019 season include:

“Prairie Trails to Strange Tales: McHenry County’s Earliest Years”
“A Tale of Ten Textiles”
(New examples from our textile collection)

“Adopt an Artifact Exhibit”
May is Historic Preservation Month – a time to look at local history.

Programs and Events
* All programs at the McHenry County Historical Museum, 6422 Main St. in Union, unless
otherwise stated.
! Denotes Sampler Lecture Series. Suggested donation for individual programs is
$10. Discount for attending all four.
March 11 – Monday
! 7 p.m. – The Vanishing City: Excavating the World’s Fair. Rebecca Graff, assistant
professor of anthropology and chair of the American studies at Lake Forest College,
speaks about her archeological and archival research into the ephemeral “White City” and
Midway Plaisance of the 1893 World’s Columbia Exposition in Chicago. The 1893
World's Fair lasted for just six months before its structures were destroyed or
disappeared, but it’s impact on society is undeniable.
March 25 – Monday
! 3 p.m. – Adventures with Audubon. Learn about celebrated naturalist and wildlife artist
John James Aububon, as portrayed by Brian Fox Ellis of Bishop Hill, Ill. Hear about his
adventures as he strives to become the first person to draw every bird in North America.
Audubon will enchant you with stories of his travels and travails in the wildest places on
the planet – drawn from Audubon’s own journals. Made possible by Illinois Humanities.
April 6 - Saturday
• 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Museum Flash Sale. Many vintage books and collectibles, linens, bottles,
postcards, magazines and rare objects at close-out prices available at the museum.
April 8 – Monday
! 7 p.m. – Peek into the American Indian Way of Life Through Their History and Oral
Traditions. Freeport’s Kim Sigafus, an Ojibwa, invites the audience to enter the world of
the American Indian. Dressed in traditional Native regalia, she will discuss Native culture
through oral traditions, language, and history. Made possible by Illinois Humanities.
April 25 – Thursday
! 3 p.m. – Thursday, April 25 – Marshall Field’s and Chicago. McHenry County College
history instructor Sarah Sullivan explores the events and personalities that made Marshall
Field and Co. Chicago’s store and its founder a titan of retail.
May 3 – Friday
• 6 to 9 p.m. – Museum season opens. The McHenry County Historical Society marks its 56th
year with a soirée featuring a sampling of local craft beers, refreshments and music by the Tom
Steffens/Gary Parker duo. Step into the new first-floor gallery to view our newest exhibition:
Prairie Tails to Strange Tales – McHenry County’s Earliest Years.
June 5 – Wednesday
• 7 p.m. – Perkins Hall Players presents “Keeping the Peace Down on the Farm.” It’s spring
1919 and Yanks have returned from World War I to a home front in turmoil. Join in the local
debate over the peace accord, League of Nations, women’s rights, race relations and Prohibition.
Perkins Hall is located on the southwest corner of Garden Valley and Franklinville roads near
Woodstock. Period clothing encouraged. Light refreshments. Free, but donations appreciated.
June 15 – Saturday
• Noon – Historical re-enactor Ed O’Brien presents a tribute to D-Day – the invasion of
Normandy on June 6, 1944. D-Day + 75. Experience the battle through the eyes of soldier in the
1st Division, landing on Utah Beach. Admission: $8, members; $10, nonmembers.
June 30 – Sunday
• 2 p.m. – Old-fashioned, “base ball” match celebrating the 100th anniversary of Fox River
Grove. Algonquin Road Elementary School, 975 Algonquin Road, Fox River Grove. Civil Warera game pits the McHenry County “Independants” against the Chicago Salmon. Learn about the
rules in 1859 and how to cheer and jeer in proper 19th-century fashion. Free.
July 1 – Monday
• 1 to 3 p.m. – Pringle School Open House. Visit this historic 1867 school at 21596 River Road.
Old-fashioned games available for children.
July 14 – Sunday

• 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. – 33rd Annual Heritage Fair. “Go with the flow,” as the Historical Society
marks the 50th anniversary of the Woodstock Music Festival. Features an antique car show from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; White Elephant Sale starting at 9 a.m.; pie-baking contest, antique auction at
10:30 a.m. Pioneer experience and magic show for children. Baked goods, books, vintage
clothing, garden plants are on sale. Free admission. Village-wide garage sale also scheduled.
July 31-Aug. 5 – Tuesday through Sunday
• McHenry County Fair, Woodstock. Historic photos of McHenry County. Quilt raffle. One-of-akind museum store items and books for sale. Visit us in Building F.
Monday – Aug. 19
• 6:30 p.m. – Annual meeting. McHenry County Historical Museum. Following a short business
meeting Kay Shelton presents “The Women’s Suffrage Movement and the Good Roads
Movement in Illinois.” Free.
Aug. 24 – Saturday
• 3 p.m. – Old-fashioned “ base ball” match at Central Park, Grayslake. (Precursor to annual
balloon festival.) Civil War-era game pits the McHenry County “Independants” against the
Grayslake Athletics in a rematch. Take Route 120 east to South Lake Avenue. Turn left and then
take another left into Grayslake Central High School. Walk across the street into Central Park.
Free.
Aug. 31 – Saturday
• 9:30 a.m. – Ghost Towns of McHenry County bus tour. Learn about communities in our own
backyard that for one reason or another lost their allure and never thrived. Includes box lunch at
Stanchion Pub in Harvard’s Starline Building. Cost: $50. To register call 815-923-2267.
Sept. 21 – Saturday
• Noon – Lauren Szady presents Victoria Woodhull: The First Female Presidential Candidate.
Woodhull, an activist for women's rights and labor reform, ran for president of the United States
in 1872 under the Equal Rights Party. Admission: $8, members; $10, nonmembers.
Oct. 6 – Sunday
• 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. – 42nd Annual Cider Festival. Features Civil War re-enactors, live music,
old-fashioned cider making, blacksmith, barn-raising demonstrations. Apple Bake-off contest.
Book, antique clothing, vintage items, apple goodies, kettle corn and more will be available for
sale. Free admission.
Oct. 9 – Wednesday
• 7 to 9 p.m. – Historic Halloween “Return of the Dead.” For this dark night only, several of
McHenry County’s tragically departed return to describe the details of their demise. Doors open
at 6:30 p.m. Halloween refreshments in the Society’s West Harmony one-room school afterward.
Admission: $8, members; $10, nonmembers.
Oct. 18, 19 and 20 – Friday through Sunday
• 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – Autumn Drive. Visit Perkins Hall at the southwest corner of Franklinville
and Garden Valley roads for unique local vintage and handmade gifts, kettle corn and an
opportunity to win a hand-stitched quilt. For festival information: www.autumndrive.net.
Nov. 6 – Wednesday
• 1:30 p.m. – “Moving forward with a new Tradition – Art Quilts.” Celebrated quilter and
lecturer Frieda Anderson of Elgin explains what it takes to make your mark with fabric, drawing
inspiration from traditional quilt patterns as well as nature. She will show off many quilts from
her collection. Drawing for the Heritage Quilters’ raffle quilt and a show-and-tell included.
Admission: $8, members; $10, nonmembers.
Nov. 11 – Monday
• 2 p.m. – Veteran’s Day program: “Memories of Wartime in Hampshire – 1944-45” by John
Fenzel. Valor Quilt presentation by the Huntley Gazebo Quilters immediately precedes it. Free,
but donations appreciated.
Dec. 7 – Saturday
• 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Holiday Open House commemorating Frosty the Snowman’s 50th birthday.
One-of-a-kind vintage Christmas display accompanied by the “Rock Around the Quilted Tree”
Quilt Contest & Show. Enjoy holiday music, browse our bake sale and search for unique gifts in
the museum store. Free admission.
Dec. 12 – Thursday

• 7 p.m. – 50th Anniversary of Frosty the Snowman. Presented by Rankin/Bass historian and
biographer Rick Goldschmidt. Admission: $8, members; $10, nonmembers.
Dec. 16 – Monday
• 1 to 3 p.m. – Thank You Luncheon for Society Volunteers.

McHenry County Historical Society & Museum
Organized in November 1963 as a not-for-profit corporation, the McHenry County Historical
Society strives to engage and educate current and future generations by preserving and sharing
McHenry County history.
On July 4, 1976, the Society’s Museum in Union officially opened to the public. The
comprehensive collection includes several preserved buildings: An 1843 log cabin, an 1867 oneroom limestone schoolhouse, an 1885 town hall, an 1895 one-room schoolhouse used for circa
1900 school programs, an 1898 country church and a 20th century modern tourist cabin. In 1982,
a local history research library was added to the museum, itself housed in an 1870 former high
school.
Funding for the Society comes from membership dues, admission fees, donations and an
endowment. Your ongoing support is appreciated!
Board meetings of the McHenry County Historical Society are open to the public. The board
meets at 7 p.m. the fourth Monday of the month – excluding Memorial Day and December – at
the museum.
For information: info@mchenrycountyhistory.org

