
M C H E N R Y  C O U N T Y
H I S T O R I C A L
S O C I E T Y

BECOME A PART OF THE STORY

2 0 2 3  P R O G R A M S  &  E V E N T S

TO REGISTER FOR EVENTS & PROGRAMS, VISIT
GOTHISTORY.ORG

T h e  M c H e n r y  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  C e n t e r
f o r  A g r a r i a n  L e a r n i n g  a t  M c H e n r y  C o u n t y  C o l l e g e  w i l l
f e a t u r e  f a r m e r s  a n d  l o c a l  f o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o  a r e
r e d e f i n i n g  t h e  i m a g e  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  f a r m e r ,  f o r g i n g
n e w  p a t h s  w i t h  i n n o v a t i v e  p r o d u c t  m i x e s  a n d  m a r k e t i n g
c h a n n e l s .  H e a r  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e
d i s c u s s i o n .

THE CHANGING FACE OF AGRICULTURE

T u e s d a y ,  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 2 3  -  7 : 0 0  p m
M c H e n r y  C o u n t y  C o l l e g e
L e u c h t  A u d i t o r i u m  i n s i d e  B u i l d i n g  B
8 9 0 0  N o r t h w e s t  H i g h w a y ,  C r y s t a l  L a k e
A d m i s s i o n :  $ 8  M C H S  m e m b e r s ,  $ 1 0  n o n m e m b e r s

March 2023

T h e  f i l m  s h e d s  l i g h t  o n  a  p r o g r a m  b e t w e e n  t h e  U . S .  a n d
M e x i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  r e c r u i t  M e x i c a n  f a r m  l a b o r e r s
f o r  t e m p o r a r y  w o r k  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e  p r o g r a m
b e g a n  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  I I  a n d  e n d e d  i n  1 9 6 4 .  T h e  f i l m
i n c l u d e s  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  s u r v i v i n g  B r a c e r o s  a n d  t h e i r
f a m i l i e s .  R a i c e s  L a t i n a s :  A g r i c u l t u r e  i n  M c H e n r y  C o u n t y
i s  a  p r o j e c t  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  F o u n d a t i o n  f o r
M c H e n r y  C o u n t y ’ s  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l  G r a n t .  T h e
p r o j e c t ’ s  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  h o n o r  t h e  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s
o f  t h e  L a t i n o / L a t i n e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  M c H e n r y  C o u n t y ’ s
r i c h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y .  T h e  f i l m  i s  i n  S p a n i s h  w i t h
s o m e  E n g l i s h  s u b t i t l e s .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o ,  e m a i l
i n f o @ r a i c e s l a t i n a s m c . o r g

FILM SCREENING: HARVEST OF LONELINESS:
THE BRACERO PROGRAM

T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  3 0 ,  2 0 2 3  -  6 : 3 0  p m
W o o d s t o c k  O p e r a  H o u s e
1 2 1  W  V a n  B u r e n  S t r e e t ,  W o o d s t o c k
\ A d m i s s i o n :  F R E E .  T h e  d o o r s  o p e n  a t  5 : 3 0  p m ,  w i t h  a  r e c e p t i o n
a n d  r e f r e s h m e n t s  u n t i l  6 : 3 0  p m .



J o i n  t h e  M c H e n r y  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  a n d  m o r e
t h a n  1 3 0  E x h i b i t o r s  f o r  t h e  S p r i n g  2 0 2 3  C o n s u m e r
S h o w c a s e !  L o t s  o f  g i v e a w a y s ,  d r a w i n g s ,  a n d  p r i z e s !

SPRING 2023 SPRING SHOWCASE

T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  2 3 ,  2 0 2 3  -  9 : 3 0  a m  -  4 : 3 0  p m
D e l  W e b b  S u n  C i t y
P r a i r i e  L o d g e  
1 2 8 8 0  D e l  W e b b  B l v d . ,  H u n t l e y
A d m i s s i o n :  F R E E

March 2023

April 2023

P r o f e s s o r  B r u c e  A l l a r d i c e  d i s c u s s e s  b a s e b a l l ' s  e a r l y
s p r e a d  a n d  e a r l y  ( p r e - 1 8 7 0 )  b a s e b a l l  i n  M c H e n r y
C o u n t y .

BEFORE THE CHICAGO CUBS: BASEBALL
COMES TO THE WINDY CITY

M o n d a y ,  A p r i l  1 0 ,  2 0 2 3  -  6 : 3 0  p m
H u n t l e y  P a r k  D i s t r i c t  R E C  C e n t e r
W i l l o w  R o o m
 1 2 0 1 5  M i l l  S t r e e t ,  H u n t l e y
A d m i s s i o n :  $ 8  M C H S  m e m b e r s ,  $ 1 0  n o n m e m b e r s

Our Mission:
We engage and educate current and future generations by

preserving and sharing McHenry County history

May 2023

J o i n  u s  i n  c e l e b r a t i n g  6 0  y e a r s  o f  c o l l e c t i n g ,  p r e s e r v i n g ,
a n d  s h a r i n g  i t s  c o u n t y ' s  h i s t o r y  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c .  T o
c o m m e m o r a t e  t h i s  a n n i v e r s a r y ,  a  s p e c i a l  e x h i b i t i o n  w i l l
h i g h l i g h t  6 0  n e v e r  s e e n  o b j e c t s  f r o m  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l
s o c i e t y ' s  c o l l e c t i o n  t o  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  o f  M c H e n r y  C o u n t y .
O t h e r  n e w  e x h i b i t s  i n c l u d e  t h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
R e v o l u t i o n ,  B a n d s  &  M u s i c ,  W o r l d  W a r  I  a n d ,  t h e  1 9 2 0 s ,
P r o h i b i t i o n  a n d  C r i m e .

MUSEUM OPENS TO THE PUBLIC WITH FIVE
NEW EXHIBITS

T u e s d a y ,  M a y  2 ,  2 0 2 3  -  1 : 0 0  -  4 : 0 0  p m
M c H e n r y  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  &  M u s e u m
6 4 2 2  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  U n i o n
T h e  M u s e u m  i s  o p e n  T u e s d a y  -  F r i d a y ,  1 : 0 0  -  4 : 0 0  p m ,  a n d
S a t u r d a y s ,  1 1 : 0 0  a m  -  4 : 0 0  p m  f r o m  5 / 2 / 2 3  -  1 1 / 3 / 2 3
A d m i s s i o n :  F R E E

J o i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n  a n d  M c H e n r y  C o u n t y  c e m e t e r y
e x p e r t  T r u d i e  D r y e r  a s  s h e  t a k e s  y o u  o n  a  w a l k i n g  t o u r
o f  o n e  o f  t h e  C o u n t y ' s  f i r s t  C a t h o l i c  c e m e t e r i e s  w h i l e
y o u  l e a r n  a b o u t  i t s  o r i g i n s  a n d  t h e  e x c i t i n g  a n d
s o m e t i m e s  t r a g i c  l i v e s  o f  t h e  a d u l t s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  b u r i e d
t h e r e .   

MT. THABOR CEMETERY WALK

S a t u r d a y ,  M a y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 3  -  9 : 0 0  -  1 0 : 3 0  a m
N o r t h w e s t  C o r n e r  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  I l l i n o i s  R o u t e  1 7 6  a n d  M t .
T h a b o r  R o a d ,  C r y s t a l  L a k e
P a r k i n g  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i s  l i m i t e d ,  a n d  a d m i s s i o n  i s  o p e n  t o  t h e
f i r s t  2 0  r e g i s t r a n t s .
A d m i s s i o n :  T B D .  R e g i s t r a t i o n  o p e n s  4 / 1 / 2 3
R a i n  D a t e :  M a y  2 1 ,   9 : 0 0  -  1 0 : 3 0  a m



August 2023

September 2023

C h i e f  W h i t e  W i n n e b a g o  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o
t h e  c u l t u r e  a n d  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  H o - C h u n k  n a t i o n .  H e  w i l l
e x a m i n e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  h i s  t r i b a l  t e r r i t o r y  a n d
s e t t l e m e n t s ,  h o w  h i s  f a m i l y  w a s  r e l o c a t e d  i n t o  S t a r v e d
R o c k ,  t r i b a l  n a m e s  a n d  c u l t u r e ,  h i s  r e g a l i a ,  a n d  a r t i f a c t s .

THE REINTRODUCTION OF  NATIVE
AMERICANS INTO ILLINOIS

S a t u r d a y ,  A u g u s t  2 6 ,  2 0 2 3  -  2 : 0 0  p m
M c H e n r y  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  &  M u s e u m
6 4 2 2  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  U n i o n
A d m i s s i o n :  $ 8  M C H S  m e m b e r s ,  $ 1 0  n o n m e m b e r s

I n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  s t a t e h o o d ,  t h e  I l l i n o i s  l e g i s l a t u r e
i n c l u d e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  p r o s l a v e r y  a d v o c a t e s  w h o  m a d e  a
b o l d  a t t e m p t  i n  1 8 2 4  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  a l l o w
s l a v e r y .  W h o  w e r e  t h e s e  v o i c e s  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  a
p e r m a n e n t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h a n g e  t o  a l l o w  s l a v e r y ?  A n d
w h o  s t o o d  u p  a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  f r e e  s t a t e  o f
I l l i n o i s  w e  k n o w ?

DID BLACK LIVES MATTER IN EARLY
ILLINOIS? VOICES FROM THE BRINK OF
SLAVERY AND FREEDOM

S a t u r d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 2 3  -  2 : 0 0  p m
M c H e n r y  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  &  M u s e u m
6 4 2 2  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  U n i o n
A d m i s s i o n :  $ 8  M C H S  m e m b e r s ,  $ 1 0  n o n m e m b e r s

June 2023

J o i n  u s  a s  w e  o f f i c i a l l y  k i c k  o f f  o u r  6 0 t h  y e a r  w i t h  a
f r i e n d r a i s i n g  p a r t y  i n  h o n o r  o f  6 0  y e a r s  o f  c o l l e c t i n g ,
p r e s e r v i n g ,  a n d  s h a r i n g  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  h i s t o r y !  M u s i c a l
e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  F o o d  t r u c k s ,  a n d  6  b r e w e r i e s  w i l l  b e  o n -
s i t e  t o  p r o v i d e  f u n ,  f o o d  a n d  b e v e r a g e s * .

CHEERS TO 60 YEARS MUSEUM OPENING 

F r i d a y ,  J u n e  2 ,  2 0 2 3  -  5 : 0 0  -  8 : 0 0  p m
M c H e n r y  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  &  M u s e u m
6 4 2 2  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  U n i o n
A d m i s s i o n :  F R E E  -  * F o o d  &  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r
p u r c h a s e




J o i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n  a n d  M c H e n r y  C o u n t y  c e m e t e r y
e x p e r t  T r u d i e  D r y e r  a s  s h e  t a k e s  y o u  o n  a  w a l k i n g  t o u r
w h e r e  y o u  w i l l  r e v i s i t  t h e  l i v e s  o f  C i v i l  W a r  s o l d i e r s ,
l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  p u r p o s e  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  P o t t e r ’ s
f i e l d ,  a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e  l i v e s  o f  s o m e  o f  t h o s e  i n t e r r e d ,
f o r  w h o m  O a k l a n d  w a s  n o t  t h e i r  f i r s t  p l a c e  o f  c e m e t e r y
r e s i d e n c e !

OAKLAND CEMETERY WALK

S a t u r d a y ,  J u n e  3 ,  2 0 2 3  -  9 : 0 0  -  1 0 : 3 0  a m
1 3 7 0 7  W e s t  J a c k s o n  S t r e e t ,  W o o d s t o c k
A d m i s s i o n  i s  o p e n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  4 0  r e g i s t r a n t s .
A d m i s s i o n :  T B D .  R e g i s t r a t i o n  o p e n s  4 / 1 / 2 3
R a i n  D a t e :  J u n e  4 ,  9 : 0 0  -  1 0 : 3 0  a m

July 2023

ANNUAL HERITAGE FAIR

S u n d a y ,  J u l y  9 ,  2 0 2 3  -  9 : 0 0  a m  -  3 : 0 0  p m
M c H e n r y  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  &  M u s e u m
6 4 2 2  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  U n i o n
A d m i s s i o n :  F R E E .  

F o o d ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  f u n  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y !



December 2023

October 2023

ANNUAL AUTUMN DRIVE

F r i d a y  -  S u n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 0  -  2 2 ,  2 0 2 3  -  9 : 0 0  a m  -  5 : 0 0  p m
3 6 0 1  F r a n k l i n v i l l e  R d .  W o o d s t o c k ,  I L .  6 0 0 9 8
A d m i s s i o n :  F R E E
F o r  M a p s  &  M o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t :  a u t u m n d r i v e . n e t

V i n t a g e  S t o p  &  S h o p  a c r o s s  M c H e n r y  C o u n t y

ANNUAL CIDER FEST

S u n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 3  -  1 0 : 0 0  a m  -  2 : 0 0  p m
M c H e n r y  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  &  M u s e u m
6 4 2 2  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  U n i o n
A d m i s s i o n :  F R E E  

F o o d ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  f u n  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y !

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE

S a t u r d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  2 ,  2 0 2 3  - 1 1 : 0 0  a m  -  3 : 0 0  p m
M c H e n r y  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  &  M u s e u m
6 4 2 2  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  U n i o n
A d m i s s i o n :  F r e e  f o r  M e m b e r s ,  $ 6  f o r  n o n m e m b e r s

V i n t a g e  D i s p l a y  o f  h i s t o r i c  h o l i d a y  m e m o r a b i l i a

Ways You Can Become a 
Part of the Story

The McHenry County Historical Society & Museum looks forward to all
opportunities to welcome and recognize all the people whose stories
and contributions have endowed our community with its rich history.

We look forward to hearing from you! 
Contact us at Info@McHenryCountyHistory.org or 815-923-2267

A N S W E R S ,  H O W - T O S  A N D  M O R E  C A N  B E  F O U N D
A T  G O T H I S T O R Y . O R G

B E C O M E  A  M E M B E R

R E S E A R C H  T O P I C S  O F  I N T E R E S T

D O N A T E  M C H E N R Y  C O U N T Y  R E L A T E D  F A M I L Y ,  B U S I N E S S  O R
O R G A N I Z A T I O N  A R T I F A C T S  A N D  D O C U M E N T S  

L E N D  F I N A N C I A L  S U P P O R T

B E C O M E  A  B U S I N E S S  S P O N S O R  O R  A D V E R T I S E R

B O O K  A  S C H O O L  F I E L D  T R I P
F I N D  O U T  A B O U T  A D U L T / G R O U P  P R O G R A M S

E X P L O R E  V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

V I S I T  T H E  M U S E U M  O R  O N E  O F  O U R  H I S T O R I C  P R O P E R T I E S

A T T E N D  A N  E V E N T  O R  P R O G R A M

P L A Q U E  Y O U R  H I S T O R I C  H O M E

F O L L O W  T H E  B A R N  Q U I L T  T R A I L

MCHENRY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM
6422 MAIN STREET, UNION, IL 60180

OPEN TUESDAY - FRIDAY, 1:00 -  4:00 PM, AND
SATURDAYS, 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM  5/2/23 -  11/3/23


